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MAIN FEATURE 


□ 1 

The legend 

□ 2 

Strange events 

□ 3 

The hitchhiker 

□ 4 

Fog bank from the east 

□ 5 

End of the witching hour 

□ 6 

Lost at sea 

□ 7 

The mysterious past 

□ 5 

A CURSE? 

□ 9 

A SENSE OF FOREBODING 

1 □ 

THE BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS RUINED 

1 1 

The dreadful fog 

1 2 

Blackout 

1 3 

Trapped 

1 4 

GO TO THE CHURCH! 

1 5 

Blake will get us! 

i e 

The golden cross 

1 7 

Saved? 

1 B 

End Credits 


DVD TWO : SPECIAL FEATURES 


Audio Commentary by Director 
John Carpenter and Producer 
Debra Hill 


New documentary: 

“Tales from the Mist: Inside The Fob” 
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The 

Fog also 
assembled a 
memorable cast, including 
the most famous mother/ 
daughter horror icon pairing. Many of 
the actors involved had worked in 
Carpenter's past projects. His wife, 
Adrienne Barbeau, took top billing as the 
sultry-voiced cocktail hour DJ and eventual 
fog watcher Stevie Wayne. Jamie Lee 
Curtis, who had cemented her place in 
the ‘scream queen' hall of fame since 
playing the virtuous Laurie Strode in 
Halloween, co-stars as Elizabeth Solley - 
a young hitchhiker who happens to turn up 
in Antonio Bay at the worst possible time. 
Other cast members from Halloween 
include Charles Cyphers and Nancy 
Loomis. Tom Atkins, an actor best known 
for his TV cop roles (he played lawmen in 
both the Rockford Files and the Serpico 
TV series) provides the testosterone 
as male lead Nick Castle V Atkins 
would go on to appear in Escape 
From New York and star in 
























Halloween III: Season of the Witch. 
Hal Holbrook turns in a strong 
performance as the guilt-ridden 
priest Father Malone (Carpenter 
himself appears in a cameo role 
as Malone’s assistant Bennett.) 
It was, however, the casting of 
Psycho's Janet Leigh that was 
of most interest to horror 
aficionados. Both Carpenter and 
Jamie Lee Curtis’s attachment to 
the film alone made it an exciting 
prospect, but Leigh’s involvement 



pushed 

it onto a 

whole new level - 

The Fog was Leigh’s 

first role in a horror movie 

since her memorable 45 

minutes in Hitchcock’s masterpiece. 

It would be another eighteen years until 
Leigh and Curtis would star together again in 
Halloween H20. 


The Fog, unlike other blood-soaked horror movies 
prevalent at the time, steered away from excessive 
gore and mutilation, favouring high suspense and 
eerie atmosphere to induce its scares. Carpenter 
achieved this in a number of ways. Firstly, the 
majority of the film, which mainly takes place at night, 
features lingering wide shots of empty spaces, evoking 
a feeling of foreboding. The lack of activity and slow 
pacing of the film creates a sense of threat, with the 
audience aware that the darkness is concealing many 
dangers. This cinematic trick is a favourite of 
Carpenter’s (he had previously used it to good effect 
in both Assault On Precinct 13 and Halloween). 
The director also turns the fog itself a character in 
its own right; its snake-crawl movement and 
bluish, unnaturally lighted presence on 
screen is an indicator that some poor 
/ victim is soon to meet their demise. 

And, similar to his approach in 
Assault, Carpenter makes sure 
the un-dead murderers in The 
Fog are never fully revealed; 
he teases the viewer with 
of hands wielding 
ective red eyes 
silhouettes 

throi w _ 

and a series of c lick cuts. 











































As with all good horror, the scariest moments are left to the 
imagination. As with Assault and Halloween, the evildoers are 
portrayed as nothing more than relentless, emotionless killing 
machines that cannot be reasoned with - the ghouls are as much a 
force of nature as the vapour that surrounds them. 

But the most potent ingredient to any John Carpenter horror film lies 
in his self-composed synthesizer-based soundtracks. The frenetically 
paced tune etched throughout the scarier moments of Halloween is 
now as famous as the film itself, and the same must be said of 
the score in The Fog, which serves to progress and in part create 
the tension. 

Carpenter and his editor Tommy Lee Wallace were much 
dismayed when they began putting the picture together after 
principal shooting. For Carpenter it was his first major low 
point; his movie didn’t work and running at around 80 
minutes, was too short for a theatrical release. 


What followed was an inspired month of 
rewrites, re-shoots and new score and 
ultimately a new cut of the movie (mainly 
consisting of new, supernatural shots), which 
went on to make over $21,000,000 in the US 
alone and receive a nomination for both best horror 
film and best special effects award at the Academy of 
Science Fiction & Horror Film Awards. Not bad for a film 
made with a budget just totalling over $1,000,000. 
To this day The Fog stands out as a testament to good 
horror filmmaking - a mist- have for horror and 
Carpenter fans alike. 

Keith Richardson, London 2004 


* Pre-dating the in-jokery of ironic slasher homages like Scream by 
sixteen years, Carpenter named some of his characters after past 
colleagues and horror movie characters. Nick Castle is the actor 
who played Michael Myers in Halloween, and Charles Cyphers 
plays a cop called Dan O’Bannon - a reference to Carpenter’s 
Dark Star co-writer. There is also a Dr Phibes - an obvious nod to 
Vincent Price’s character in The Abominable Dr. Phibes. 
Carpenter also managed to get an onscreen plug for his band The 
Coupe De Villes on Stevie Wayne’s radio show! 





























































































